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of the United States with the Orient. Yet any 
comparison of the relative importance of the 
books would be unfair, for each has its own 
remarkable value. As unique and significant 
as any is the report on Christian education, 
prepared by its secretary, H. H. Meyer. In it 
will be found a compendium of all the most 
important recent attempts at religious educa- 
tion in its various aspects. It also contains 
documents setting forth the various boards and 
committees, together with officers and members 
of the same. The set makes a permanent contri- 
bution to the history of American Christianity. 



The Anglican Proper Psalms. Critical and 
exegetical notes on obscure and corrupt 
passages in the Hebrew text, in the light 
of modern knowledge. By C. H. Sellwood 
Godwin. Preface by Rev. A. H. Sayce. 
Cambridge: Deighton, Bell & Co., 1915. 
Pp. xviii+88. 4s. 6d. 

Only those who understand something of 
Hebrew can appreciate the notes on the Anglican 
Proper Psalms. The author confines his atten- 
tion to the thirty-four psalms especially appro- 
priated to holy days. In attempting to recover 
the original the author uses the versions with 
commendable good judgment. Where these 
fail him, and the Massoretic text is manifestly 
in error, he resorts to conjecture, but conjecture 
of a very conservative character. Unlike Briggs 
and other critics of the Psalter, he does not put 
at the basis of his textual reconstruction any 
fixed scheme of Hebrew meter. While recog- 
nizing some obvious principles of Hebrew poetry, 
he does not use it as a standard on which to 
measure the length of his lines. 

The book is not a commentary in the ordi- 
nary sense of that term. It is more a study of 
special words which are imbedded in the text 
of some of the verses of the Proper Psalms. 
These notes reveal much good common sense, 
that will prove helpful to pastors or priests, who 
often stumble at the meanings of verses in that 
group of psalms. While scholarly, they are 
conservative and constructive. 



La Sainte Bible. Traduction nouvelle d'apres 
les meilleurs textes, avec introductions et 
notes. Paris: La Societe Biblique, 1916. 
Premiere Livraison, Genese-Exode 1 — 9, 16. 
Folio, pp. 80. [The entire work 50 fr.] 

The Bible Society of Paris has launched a 
splendid enterprise. It has projected this long- 
desired work in French on the Bible: (1) a new 
translation, (2) notes, (3) introductions, and 
(4) marginal annotations to indicate the sources 
of the text adopted in the translation. It aims 
to make this book for France what Kautzsch's 



learned translation is for Germany. The trans- 
lation is based upon a comparison of the best 
textual testimony. While this has been the 
method adopted for many years in New Testa- 
ment work, for the Old Testament it is rather 
novel. All recent French Bibles have been 
based on the Massoretic text with only such 
variations therefrom as were warranted by 
variant rabbinical readings. This translation 
takes account of the readings of the Samaritan 
Pentateuch, the Greek, the Syriac, the Latin 
versions, the Targums, as well as the Hebrew 
text. All these sources of information have 
been carefully utilized by the several trans- 
lators to establish the present text. 

The page (niX7i in.) of translation is of 
large, double-column, restful type. The trans- 
lation proper occupies about two-thirds to 
three-quarters of the page's length. Imme- 
diately under the translation in small type are 
found the variant readings — usually few in 
number — regarded as especially important by 
the translator. Then in larger type, occupying 
from one-fifth to one-third of the page, are notes 
explaining certain difficulties, textual and 
archaeological, necessary to aid the reader in 
his understanding of the translation. 

A condensed and up-to-date introduction 
to Genesis-Exodus is printed on the cover to 
this livraison, to be embodied ultimately in 
the complete work. 

The Book of Genesis was prepared by Pro- 
fessor Louis Aubert, of the University of Neu- 
chatel; and Exodus 1 — 9, 16, by Professor Henri 
Trabaud, of Geneva; and the whole livraison 
was edited by Professor Adolphe Lods, charge de 
cours at the Sorbonne, Paris. 

We heartily congratulate the Bible Society 
of Paris and especially Professor Lods that such 
an auspicious beginning has been made on this 
monumental task, and we hope that it will be 
carried through successfully to the New Testa- 
ment. 

Public Speaking: Principles and Practice. By 

James Albert Winans. Ithaca, N.Y. : Sewell, 

1915. Pp.475- $J-5°- 

Out of an experience of many years as a 
teacher of public speaking at Cornell Univer- 
sity, Professor Winans has produced a book 
sound in theory and intensely practical. No 
teacher could fail to get valuable suggestions 
from its pages; and the general reader will find 
the book so interesting and so clear in its treat- 
ment of the subject that much help may be 
derived from its private study. In the sixteen 
chapters of the volume are found such topics as: 
"Selecting the Subject," "Finding Material," 
"Plans and Outlines," "Motives for Speaking," 
"Methods of Development," "Psychology of 
Audiences," "Platform Manners," "Voice 
Training," "Gesture," and many other aspects 
of the science and art of oral discourse. Each 
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principle treated is amply illustrated by excerpts 
from the addresses of distinguished speakers. 



Prayer in War Time. By W. Robertson Nicoll. 
New York: Doran, 1916. Pp. viii+187. 
$1.00. 

This volume contains sixteen articles, re- 
printed from the British Weekly. The initial 
article gives the title to the book, which is not 
a treatise on prayer, but contains the reflections 
and judgment of Dr. Nicoll on various questions 
that are raised by the Great War. The two 
notes which strike us most frequently in this 
book are the author's timeliness and tenderness. 
His titles almost always are fascinating; here 
he is at his best. Note, "The Rocks Are Not 
Burning," "To the Quiet in the Land," and 
"When the Wounded Go Home." Dr. Nicoll 
gives wise and urgent counsel to country 
ministers as he urges them to hold in simple 
trust to the divine verities and promises, while 
they keep the thought and life of the parish 
centered upon Christ. Dr. Nicoll is a brave 
comforter in dark days, and his sympathy some- 
times becomes almost a sob. This book lets 
one into the meaning of England's suffering in 
these dark days; but it is an England "saved 
by hope." 

A Fire in the Snow. By Charles Edward Jeffer- 
son. New York: Crowell, 1916. Pp. 48. 
$0.50. 

A satisfactory Christmas booklet is hard to 
find. The danger of running into sentimental 
piffle is not easily avoided. Dr. Jefferson shows 
here his usual good sense and insight. The 
Christian spirit, he says, is like a fire kindled in 
the snow by a group of boys. One feels the 
light and warmth of Christmas as the figure is 
handled with skill. 



Method in Prayer. By W. Graham Scroggie. 
New York: Doran, 1916. Pp.172. $1.00. 

The Lord Bishop of London writes the 
preface to this practical volume on the method 
of prayer. After a short chapter on the prac- 
tice of prayer, the author gives practical counsel 
concerning adoration, confession, petition, 
intercession, and thanksgiving. There is a 
final chapter on the study of prayer. A treatise 
like this ought to give, not only directions, but 
encouragement and new ideals in reference to 
prayer. The chapter on confession may be 
taken as a fair example of the author's success. 
He treats the matter at sufficient length; he 
quotes from the Psalms and from the "Devo- 
tions" of Lancelot Andre wes; he lays strong 
emphasis on the ethical results of confession. 
The author's personal experience in receiving 



answer to prayer (p. 78) must not be pressed 
to universal application. The following is good : 
"The last thing we think of putting into prayer 
is brainsweat, but they who would accomplish 
most must apply themselves most" (p. 154). 
The author is less practical in suggestion than 
we had hoped from the title of his book. 



On Being Divine. By Marion Le Roy Burton. 
Boston: Pilgrim Press, 1916. Pp. 22. 
$0.50. 

President Burton publishes here the Bac- 
calaureate sermon to the class of 1916 in Smith 
College. It is an earnest message, sound in 
thought and lofty in style, and will make an 
excellent gift book at graduation time. The 
title conveys a clear idea of the substance of 
the sermon. 

The Humble Annals of a Back Tard. By 

Walter A. Dyer. Boston: Pilgrim Press, 
1916. Pp. 155. $1.00. 

This is a delightful book on the rewards and 
satisfactions of cultivating a back yard. Bits 
of shrewd philosophy are neatly tucked away 
in the descriptive sections. The creed of the 
Flower-Lover is beautiful, especially the con- 
cluding paragraph. Mr. Merrill's illustrations 
are in good taste. The volume will be an 
appreciated gift to a friend who owns a back 
yard. 

Idle Words. By Raymond Calkins. Boston: 
Pilgrim Press, 191 7. Pp. 36. $0.50. 

Dr. Calkins, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
understands the problems and moods of stu- 
dents. He speaks plainly here concerning four 
current "idle" phrases, "Everybody does it"; 
"Get by"; "I can't help it"; and "What can 
I do?" One feels like living more energetically 
after reading this strong plea for manly action. 



The Christian According to Paul. By John T. 
Faris. New York: Association Press, 1916. 
Pp. 129. $0.50. 

This is one of the books in the "Everyday 
Life Series," which the Association Press is pub- 
lishing for use in study classes, at family wor- 
ship, and in private devotion. There are 
thirteen chapters. Each chapter contains well- 
chosen daily Bible readings with remarks, a 
comment on the topic, and suggestions for 
further study. The author commands an 
unusually wide range of illustrative material, 
which he uses admirably. The book suits its 
purpose excellently. 



